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g “Do it and it will be done: if you do not, nothing will be done; if something is not done, that is because you did
not do it

These are the famous words of Uesugi Yozan, lord of Yonezawa Han (the Yonezawa Domain) during the Edo

period. Uesugi Yozan rebuilt the economy of the Yonezawa Han, and developed many industries. He also promoted
important changes to the people’s way of thinking that would become the basis of their lives.

The 35" president of the United States, John F. Kennedy, respected Uesugi Yozan as a great politician. His daughter, U. S.
ambassador to Japan Caroline Kennedy, spoke about this to the people of Yamagata when she visited Yonezawa City in 2014.
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Yamagata- The Other Side of the Mountain

It is a beautiful land, reminiscent of Japan as it used to be. So it seemed to Basho when he made
his famous trip to Yamagata and the northland three hundred years ago, and this is the way | felt
when | visited Yamagata a little over twenty years ago. It is not only the land of the past but also, |
hope, the Japan of the future, where there is room for growth but growth which does not mar the
happy balance between man and nature.
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“Another Japan.”
“Yamagata—the other side of the mountain” are the words of Edwin O. Reischauer, former U.S. ambassador to
Japan. He highly appreciated Yamagata as a place which “still maintains a healthy balance between man and nature,” and
people in Yamagata are proud of this.

Reischauer is also known all over the world as a researcher about Ennin, or Jikaku Daishi, who founded Yamadera
Risshaku-ji Temple. Ennin is enshrined at Yamadera, and the words “Yamagata—the other side of the mountain” are
engraved on the stone monument which stands in the Yamadera Basho Museum grounds. From there, you can see the
whole view of Yamadera.

g Currently, Yamagata Prefecture is telling others about the good points of Yamagata with the catchphrase
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Isabella Bird’s visit and her admiration for them.

Isabella Bird was an English traveler from the UK. During the Meiji period she traveled through Tohoku,

g Hokkaido and Kansai, and wrote a book about this journey. According to the book, she came from Niigata to

4 Kawanishi Town by crossing the Jusan-Toge pass. Passing through Nanyo City, she visited cities, towns and
villages located along the Route 13. She ended her trip to Yamagata by visiting Kaneyama Town.

Bird wrote about the natural beauty of Yamagata, the scenery of the towns and villages, and people’s wonderful way of
living there. She was impressed to see the Yonezawa Basin, and called it “an Asiatic Arcadia.” She described Kaminoyama
as “a clean, dry place,” Tendo as “as cheerful and pleasant a region as one would wish to see,” and as for Kaneyama,
she said it “lies in a romantic situation.” In each city, town, and village she visited, monuments were built in memory of
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