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rice of Yamagata, is particularly delicious. It has been evaluated as more delicious than “Koshihikari,” which is
® said to be the most delicious rice in Japan. Tsuyahime was developed from Kameno-o rice after many years of
selective breeding.
Yamagata is also a “food industry kingdom,” and is now promoting sixth sector industrialization based in each area of the
prefecture. Chokai-Yawata-Kanko Co., Ltd. produces yogurt as a sixth sector industrialization product. It also sells Chokai
Kogen boil-in-a-hag yogurt curry, popular for its rich yet mild taste.

g People are busily farming in Yamagata, putting to use its rich natural resources. “Tsuyahime,” the brand-name
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rock oysters, all benefit from the rich forests.

The Shonai beach area is a rich fishing ground where 130 kinds of fish and shellfish can be caught throughout

g the year. The rich forests produce rich rivers, like the Mogami, which helps many kinds of sea creatures to

¥ grow. Creatures such as cherry salmon (the prefectural fish of Yamagata), sweetfish, salmon, mitten crabs, and

In Yamagata, certain fish and shellfish have been certified as top-brand seafood: Spanish mackerel (Shonai obako-

sawara), pacific cod, red sea bream, snow crab, mantis shrimp, and Alaskan pink shrimp.

Yamagata Prefecture has introduced “Yamagata Morinomics,” which aims to make local areas more active by using

natural forest resources and promoting industry. In the Mogami region, wood chips that are left behind after cutting down
trees are used as fuel. That fuel is used for heating, cooling, and supplying hot water to local facilities.
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from the rest of the world.

% The center of the organic electronics industry is Yonezawa City, and one of its most famous inventions is
organic electro-luminescence (OEL), used to make the screens for ultra-thin smartphones. Kido Junji of Yamagata
University was the first person in the world to discover OEL. Today, he continues to develop many types of goods
in collaboration with private companies. As a result, thin and flexible next-gen electronic circuits and more are in
development.

The Institute for Advanced Biosciences of Keio University, based in Tsuruoka City, researches biotechnology. A start-
up company, Spiber, established by one of the alumni of this institute, has created dresses and parkas from artificial spider
thread.

Human Metabolome Technologies (HMT) is another venture company, and has developed techniques for diagnosing
depression.

g In Yamagata Prefecture, research and development companies and venture businesses are attracting attention
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long as 950 years, the craftsmen of Yamagata imono (Yamagata’s cast iron), have produced lots of fine articles.
"% Most of the kettles used for tea ceremonies are cast in Yamagata. Nowadays, those casting skills are often used
to make mechanical parts.
Tendo shogi koma, shogi pieces made in Tendo, make up over 95% of national production. Tendo City holds many shog:
events, such as Ningen-Shogi (Human Shogi), to help develop the local area.
Yamagata butsudan, Buddhist family altars produced in Yamagata, have been made with expert craftsmanship for 250
years.
Making Okitama fsumugi (silk pongee woven in Okitama), which was promoted by Uesugi Yozan, has been passed down
in Yonezawa City, Nagai City, and Shirataka Town. Tsuruoka City’s Uetsu Shinafu is one of the three best ancient fabrics
in Japan.

g Over many years, traditional crafts have been perfected and passed down from generation to generation. For as
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Many of the products made in Yamagata are loved all over the world. Oriental Carpet in Yamanobe has made
carpets used in the Vatican Palace. Sato Sen-i in Sagae succeeded in spinning one of the finest mohair yarns in
the world; at President Obama’s inauguration ceremony, his wife Michelle Obama wore a yellow cardigan woven

with mohair yarn from Sato Sen-i. Four silk companies in Tsuruoka have worked together and developed a new brand,
“kibiso,” which is quickly becoming famous around the world. Nagaoka in Higashine makes 80% of the needles for record
players in the world. They continue to satisfy customers all over the world by making delicate record player needles with
a diameter of 0. 25mm and a length of Imm.
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