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Yonezawa, and flows into the Sea of Japan in Sakata. Out of the rivers that flow from source to mouth within one
S .. . . .
* prefecture, it is the longest in Japan. Along the river, we see many beautiful loandscapes and cultural scenery.
In 2012, Yamagata Prefecture took a vote from the citizens to decide on 50 cultural assets which they want to preserve
for future generations. From among them, “transportation and shipping on the Mogami River and the landscape of
Aterazawa” was designated the first nationally Important Cultural Landscape in Yamagata Prefecture.

g The Mogami River flows through Yamagata Prefecture from south to north. It starts from Mt. Azuma in

25



- i OBRLNBER

RLEIOELTRE - 055

wm LIIEDFHR
ERATEA

(354 ()

HEDZ 2B

)

;@ﬁ%ﬁiiﬂ@@hﬁmﬁbfm
fmﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁJT?o

RENDOWEE EZAICAREDH#AN

»

EUR. &E/IZELWTYUoR

B REDOFHARDICRENR

=

26

U. fofaHzMhHE Uico

A\EERIRIPIGIRTS (K IEIEEkrE)

R (®HW®) =7 # (Fmh)

e -

RKEBIFIGEE (KEBETRETHXEE)

(1) =%y [BR-=5#- 8] (Wlh) %=
FEI L e L&
EHABIED & 5 ICEEEN TR D - 2B,
& BEIEAN2RBEERE LTOERSATLEL
- 2o E72. AODOEHLTORABE - TR OB A
;;}ﬁ%_ ESNTOEEED S, Eﬁ%%ﬁ%?é&L%t
ﬂ&ﬂ LTOREILHDE L, COREIOEEMEIC
BEWE ELt@@MﬁﬁImt%%fbto%%iﬁ¥®
@%%ﬁﬁﬁétbk\ﬁ@kﬁ%ﬂhfuibto%k\EhM®
SHEEEDNTRS [ - =78 - 8] Tk, Kip D2 THIC
;afﬁM%&ﬁu BLIOfMmEE S 5ICRESEE L,
NICEORLE 720 TR < PEBIT ICEHT 2MEDZ A
BEEEBIOEINS L5110, KAHRERIZ. fHERHE LTH
BEFTE LI,

(2) BEZIRUTEHRE (BEH) ZREILE
AR

B LI OB 2385 LT, KRMSEEARA - TR AR 2 %
NI ZEITETEREA Ti%k#Mﬁ#%@Eif@ﬂ@%%ﬁb
E Uk —HT FME, KRD 5ERE TOR LI EROMEL
L E Lo Bid, SKOBRICEY LT AKREICH LT, BT
HASEN 2 L BEOT & FIHIT I, KR 5 H % TOKEAH
. MIEAEEAIC D EORREZEAZ b DI KRB LR LIE L
2 HBEERIEHICHT S N, BB, 0 (A1 7 Fm) il
WERATVE Lo COKBOBEICE > T, BES CTHEORIH AN
TEBEIIRY . KIREORBBEPLIARE FRELE LT,



[RTRMNBMRE 1 AURL)IEE]
DRIMNLE (LEXMTEEPTE)

OfMETIRD SR momméma&%ﬁwﬂ 1925(7<E14)¢(E#H1(EB§ mﬂ,tr SEELY))

s

Fitfo (*ﬁi)
(BEBMHIIEEBE)

.

R LINIEZSZR I

U5k

(SRABEE [STHEE] PhiE)

)

f )

,

/)\8Eafo

(R BYEERTER)

N

(1REY)

(3) XiR < ;IFICEH SEEY figDERiEZ U roiafline
aﬁJ:JII@ﬂ@@%%ébt
—O@J?lc‘: LT, ﬂﬁfﬁ
% X 2 P D fifi g O il #r
EENsZ ENTEER
ho LEREFENPLELTL
SO0, AOPHEEML.
FEBETHEIKRORNEN Y
O—A7 v FanTEFlL
FIRIRE Jzo ZTTREZADZWN
HAMGz @5 Miis = 8Hd 2720, BOMHA
BATHAHEPIRESNE Lz, FHEIIXED
DX, HHHA S FERHO HAEEE Y ik %
L. mLEb)IZ@BL GEINMER. &2
ILEICERET A2 SR LE Lz, TR
KDEHIZ. HARMEMHE LEE LS E LT
RaeHE, BITE LTORDWIZHIEHEED
[HAKRE] T [FHOR, HoOWEH] EdA
THRENBZIZEICZDFE L,

' 2 LI mEE ) MR

Long ago, roads were not as good as those of today. For Yamagata, because it is surrounded by mountains, the

g Mogami River was the only useful means of transportation. However, the river flows fast in some places, and

% in others it was too shallow and rocky for rafts to go. There were two people who made efforts to change such
dangerous areas into safer places for rafts.

One was Mogami Yoshiaki, lord of Yamagata Castle. He conducted large-scale improvement projects for three dangerous
places on the Mogami River: Goten, Mikanose, and Hayabusa. Thanks to his efforts, rafts were then able to pass through
these areas easily. The other was Nishimura Kyuzaemon, goyo-shonin (trader to the government)for Yonezawa Domain.
He put a lot of his own money into river improvement at Kurotaki, Shirataka, to make it passable by raft.

Kawamura Zuiken, the goyo-shonin given special powers and sent to Sakata by the Tokugawa Bakufu (the shogunate),
opened up the westward shipping route, which went from Sakata to Edo via Shimonoseki.
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of benibana grown in Yamagata was excellent, and thus it was highly valued throughout Japan. In summer,
¥ farmers picked the petals of benibana and pounded them into benimochi, a kind of small cake of pounded petals.
Benimochi were shipped out down the Mogami River to Sakata, then carried to Kyoto across the Sea of Japan. The
ships came back to Sakata carrying salt, fish, tea, secondhand clothes, hina dolls, Buddhist statues, stone lanterns, and
more. Hina dolls are one of the most famous products of Kyoto culture and we can still find them in many places around
Yamagata. Lip rouge made from benimochi was also brought to Yamagata from Kyoto.
Kimono dyed with benibana shine brightly. The costumes for “Kurokawa Noh” in Tsuruoka City and “Hayashi-ke
Bugaku” in Kahoku Town are also dyed with benibana. When the National Athletic Meet was held in Yamagata in 1992,
presenters wore kimono dyed with benibana for the award ceremonies.

g Benibana (safflower) is the flower of Yamagata Prefecture and beloved by people in Yamagata. The quality
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