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the firm ground of Okitama area into rich rice fields.

The first person is Mogami Yoshiaki, the lord of Yamagata Castle. Mogami held an area of 570,000 koku, and

"% laid the foundation for present-day Yamagata. He developed the castle town and the Mogami River transportation
route, and spread the latest culture in the area. The second person is Mishima Michitsune, the first Prefectural Governor
of Yamagata. Mishima carried out modernization projects such as town development, the digging of tunnels, and the
building of bridges. The third person is Kitadatedaigaku-no-Suke Toshinaga, lord of the castle of Karikawa. He achieved
the very difficult irrigation of the Shonai Plain with water from the Tachiyazawa River, and changed the Shonai Plain from
a wasteland into rich rice paddies. The fourth person is Homma Mitsuoka, the third master of the Homma family. Homma
was rich and practical, and planted a lot of trees to protect the natural resources of Sakata from sandstorms. The fifth
person is Kuroi Hanshiro, a samurai of Yonezawa fief. He constructed dams, Kuroi-Zeki and lidesan-Ana-Zeki, and made

g Let me introduce five people who laid the foundation for the industries and lifestyle of Yamagata:
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which flows through Oishida Town.

The first is Hamada Hirosuke, writer of children’s stories, born in Takahata Town. Hamada wrote many
¥ stories such as Naita Akaoni (The Crying Red Ogre) and Mukudori no Yume (The Dream of a Gray Starling).

The stories written by Hamada are full of sympathy and kindness, and are loved not only by children but also by adults.
The second is a fanka poet, Saito Mokichi, who came from Kaminoyama City. Saito loved the nature of his home,
Yamagata, and put his affection for it into his fanka poems. He especially loved Mt. Zao as seen from his hometown,
Kaminoyama City, and Oishida Town, where he was evacuated during World War II. He also loved the Mogami River,

g Yamagata has produced many men of letters. Among them, here are two who loved their home, Yamagata:
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g Here are two more writers who loved their home, Yamagata:

have been made into films and are popular among many people.

play programs.

X The first is Fujisawa Shuhei. He wrote many stories describing the joy and sadness of ordinary people and
% lower class samurai in the Edo period. Tasogare Seibei (The Twilight Samurai) and several of his other works

The second is Inoue Hisashi. He was writer and playwright born in Kawanishi Town. In Kawanishi Town and in
Yamagata City there are libraries called “Chihitsudo Bunko,” or “libraries of a slow but good writer,” full of books donated
by him. Inoue is also known as the author of Hyokkori Hyotan-jima, which is one of the main works of the NHK puppet
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Matsuda Jinjiro received guidance from Miyazawa Kenji and became a kosaku-nin (tenant farmer) in order to

g In Yamagata, there are some who dedicate their entire lives to the benefit of their communities.

% live as a true farmer. He also started a drama group for young people in his village. They built a clay stage and
gave performances to show their way of living. He wrote a record of his practice in Tsuchi ni Sakebu, which became a

best-seller.

Shida Chikako dedicated her whole life as a doctor to caring for people in the mountain community of Oisawa, Nishikawa
Town. She saved many sick people who were suffering because they could not get medical care. On November 7, 2015,

she made her on-screen debut in Yamagata with the film Isha Sense:.
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