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Yamagata Prefecture has the local people’s song “Mogamigawa” (The Mogami River). It says:
“Although the Mogami River runs through wide fields;
It does not get muddy until it reaches the sea.”

The words of the song were written by the Showa Emperor in 1926. The composition follows the style of tanka,
traditional Japanese short poems. A fanka consists of five lines of 5, 7, 5, 7, and 7 syllables.

The Mogami River is known as the “mother river” of Yamagata Prefecture because it flows throughout all the
prefecture’s lands, and the song expresses the leisurely way it flows.

Both Matsuo Basho, a famous haiku poet in the Edo era, and Saito Mokichi, a poet born in Yamagata Prefecture, loved =
the river and composed poetry about it.
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The Tohoku region, located in northern Japan, becomes lively with festivals when summer comes around. So

g does Yamagata Prefecture. Among the many festivals in Yamagata Prefecture, the Hanagasa Festival, a flower |
N g hat dance festival, is one of the most famous. In the Hanagasa Festival, dancers dance in lines with a flower #

hat in their hands. Every year many visitors both from all over Japan and from abroad come to the festival, held in early |

e August. ‘

e J The festival is held not only in Yamagata City but also in Obanazawa City, Tendo City, Tsuruoka City, and Kaminoyama |
City. It is said that Obanazawa is the birthplace of this festival. The festival is enjoyed by many people in the prefecture,
from children to the elderly.
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become a loud chorus in the stadium.
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Yamagata Prefecture has a song called “Gassan-no-Yuki” (Snow on Mt. Gassan), which is sung at sports
* events. It is a very cheerful and encouraging song.
There are three professional sports teams in Yamagata Prefecture: Montedio Yamagata, a soccer team; Passlab Yamagata
Wyverns, a basketball team; and Prestige International Aranmare, a volleyball team.
Especially when the supporters cheer Montedio Yamagata, all of them sing “Snow on Mt. Gassan,” and their voices

‘ g “Gassan no yuki, kurenai somete...” (The snow on Mt. Gassan glows red...)
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